This volume contains the papers accepted for the TIME-96 International Workshop on Temporal Representation and Reasoning. The goal of the workshop was to bring together active researchers in the area of temporal representation and reasoning in Artificial Intelligence.
Despite the ubiquity of time in AI, researchers tend to specialize and focus on time in particular contexts or applications. This reductionist approach may overlook relevant and important connections between research in different areas. For instance, a researcher in natural language processing may have a new insight about the frame problem which goes unnoticed by researchers in temporal databases; or, a new result in temporal constraint networks does get reported in mainstream planning or scheduling literature.
With this in mind, we planned the workshop on temporal representation and reasoning with a broad focus to promote cross-fertilization between different areas of AI involving time. This broad focus distinguishes the TIME workshops from more specialized workshops, such as the AAAI Workshop on Temporal and Spatial Reasoning and the International Conference on Temporal Logics. Nonetheless, our goal is not to counteract specialization but rather to reduce isolation.
The current workshop, TIME-96, is the third in a series of annual workshops held in conjunction with the Florida AI Research Symposium. The first workshop, TIME-94, attracted about 30 participants. Their feedback indicated that the day was very enjoyable and productive for them. They encouraged us to organize a second workshop, TIME-95, which was held the following year. AAAI provided financial support for student attendees of both workshops. The number of submissions (especially international), the number of accepted papers, and the number of participants each grew by about 20% from TIME-94 to TIME-95.
The TIME-96 workshop would not have been possible without the help of many individuals and institutions. Guidance and continuity were provided by the members of the organizing commute: Peter van Beek, Peter Haddawy, Robert Morris, and Andre Trudel. The members of the program committee and the additional reviewers spent many hours reviewing submissions and providing suggestions for their improvement. John H. Stewman, once again, oversaw the local arrangements and helped integrate the workshop organization with that of the FLAIRS conference. Mario Nascimento prepared the TIME Workshop web page. Financial support was gratefully received from the University of Regina, Canada, the University of Udine, Italy, and the Florida Artificial Intelligence Research Society. Free publicity was provided by the Association vii for Computing Machinery, the American Association for Artificial Intelligence, and the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers.
And finally, we are indebted to Luca Chittaro and Angelo Montanari, who agreed to serve as the Program Co-Chairs. They have undertaken the lion's share of the work in organizing TIME-96. They have put together what we believe to be a very fine program of papers and invited speakers. Paper submissions grew by 50% leading to a lower acceptance rate and higher quality program.
To all those interested in the problems of temporal representation and reasoning in AI, we offer this collection of papers.
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